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it is because "sociability is a feature of (a function of) indi- 
viduality." 

The book is charmingly written, though it is very close read- 
ing. Precision of language and suggestiveness of figure save 
many a page from a style that would be both obscure and tedious 
in the discussion of its postulates by a less gifted literary crafts- 
man. The moral tone of the book is lofty, and some' of the 
passages of appeal to a life of freedom under the inspiration of 
beauty rise to the sublimity of prophetic fervor. 

D. S. Muzzey. 

New York. 

The Children of the Nation. By Sir John Gorst. London : 
Methuen & Co. 

Dedicated to the Labor Members of the House of Commons, 
this volume deals in a comprehensive way with the pressing 
problems of child life which are crying for solution at the 
present day. 

Infant mortality, the phenomena of overworked and underfed, 
diseased and derelict children are dealt with in turn, and preventive 
and remedial measures suggested and discovered. 

The author brings home to us in a simple, forcible way, the 
terrible waste of human life which goes on in our midst. Chil- 
dren are born to our country, we speak of them as valuable 
national assets, perhaps even recognize, though dimly, that 
they are the nation that is to be, and yet we neglect them. How 
many are born only to die through lack of common care in 
infancy, how many more grow up to be a burden to themselves 
and to society — a continual source of weakness to the nation — 
by reason of preventible disease and lack of physical, mental 
and moral nurture! 

Sir John Gorst reminds us that by the laws of our country, 
children have a right to be maintained by others until they are 
able to maintain themselves. This responsibility rests, in the 
first place, on the parents, but in case of their inability or neg- 
lect to discharge it, children have a legal claim on the State. 

That children belong not to the family, but to the nation, 
probably few would now deny. It is when we leave this broad 
platform of general statement and descend to particulars that 
controversy begins. What are the respective duties and limits 
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of responsibility of the parents and the State? Are the parents 
to be regarded as entirely responsible, and action by the State 
as being only required in case of their death or absolute in- 
capacity? At one time this was the view most commonly held, 
at least in theory. In practice, however, it has always been 
found that the mere assertion of parental responsibility does 
not ensure its discharge. Even well-disposed parents may be 
too poor or too ignorant to care for their children in the right 
way. Charity therefore stepped in and numbers of children 
have been fed, clothed and educated by voluntary effort. As 
the author points out, however, charity has serious drawbacks. 
It cannot cover the whole ground, it works unequally, and it 
tends to undermine the sense of independence and responsibility. 
Moreover, the most deserving are rarely those who profit 
thereby. According to another view, parents may be regarded 
as responsible for some duties, such as those relating to bodily 
welfare (feeding, clothing, etc.), while the State assumes cer- 
tain others, such as education. It is difficult, however, to know 
what principle of division to adopt; body and mind cannot be 
arbitrarily separated, and the ill-nourished, bodily-neglected 
child cannot profit by the most carefully planned system of 
intellectual instruction. On the whole, Sir John Gorst's view 
appears to be that the function of the State is to supplement 
the work of the family without drawing any rigid line of de- 
marcation. He holds that the State should even be on the watch 
to guide and help the parents to fulfil their duties to the chil- 
dren, and rather than let these be in any way neglected, should 
assume any and every responsibility. He sees that there is 
grave danger in fixing our attention too exclusively on the 
education of parents, it is wiser to concentrate our efforts upon 
the children, and so to prevent a recurrence of the hopeless con- 
ditions. 

The book is written with a glow of enthusiasm and convic- 
tion which makes it very delightful reading and even those 
who would not agree with many of his conclusions and recom- 
mendations, could hardly fail to peruse it with interest and 
appreciation. 

Millicent Mackenzie. 

University College, Cardiff. 
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